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A beart ﬁ;-r God and’ ‘you

Some things seem gota us—candy, milkshakes, bacon cheeseburgers. ut thBy're not so good
for us. Other things seem not so geodis—dental work, inoculations. . . . But they'reoddor us. So,
what is good?

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that God makkthings work together for good for those who
love God, for those who are called according tophigpose” (my translation). What does “good” mean?

Greek has three different words for “goo#&los chr stos and agathos Kalos often means
“aesthetically good,” like a beautiful paintin@hr stosoften means “usefully good,” like a comfortable
mattress.Agathosoften means “morally good,” like a person of etihicharacter.

In Romans 8:28, the word translated “goa¥igathos God makes all things, whether or not they
arekalos or chr stos to work together fomgathosin our lives. Even if our painting is burned arro
mattress becomes lumpy, God will use that expegiéoicour moral good.

What is that moral good? The next verggpbes the answer: “For those whom He foreknew, He
also predestinetb become conformed to the image of His, Sonthat He would be the firstborn among
many brethren” (Rom 8:29 NASB, italics mine). Gagks all our experiences for thgathosof con-
forming us more and more to the character of Jesus.

God uses the potter’'s wheel of difficutuations to shape us into people of good characssful
to his purposes (Rom 5:3-5; Jas 1:2-4). We becommee like Jesus through the trials we endure, and
that'sagathos

Some afflictions are deep and long. Ourahresponse to such an affliction is to rejectlits not
fair! | did everything right, and it turned outewg! | don’'t deserve this! How could God let thisp-
pen? We look for ways to crawl out from under Weght of the trial. Next, as the difficult circum
stance drags on, we begin to reconcile ourselvéisetpossibility that God may not intervene to remo
the affliction. With deep sighs, we resign oursslto it. But gradually, in the pounding rain vegin to
see droplets of God’s purpose, which gather intmgof joy. Life becomes enriching again. What we
once thought we could not live with, we now think would not live without. We see God making our
trial into a difficult but cherished addition to wiwe are. We become more like the One who learned
obedience from what he suffered and endured thesciar the joy set before Him (Heb 5:8; 12:2).
That’s good.

What challenge are you facing today? Vdoatow weighs heavily on your heart? What burden d
you carry? It may be ugly, n&tlos It may seem useless, ndhr stos But God will make it work for
agathosin your life. How good that is!



“Do You Know Our NCD”
Associate Pastor of Ministry Advancement & AdultriVétries
Howard Lundeen

“I thank my God every time | remember you. In atly prayers for all of you, | always
pray with joy because of your partnership in thegpel...” (Philippians 1:3-5 NIV)

Do you know whose mission statementasglorify God by multiplying healthy churches amorg all
people. If you are not aware, it is the mission statementlie Evangelical Free Church of America (EFCA).
Christ Community Church is affiliated with the EFCRence, it becomes our mission as well. The Apost
Paul was delighted to be in partnership with theistians who made up the church at Philippi. Lilsaywe
rejoice in the partnership we have with the EvaiegeFree Church of America.

The Evangelical Free Church of America is a movanod about 1,400 autonomous churches. The
United States is divided into 18 districts and €h@ommunity Church is part of the North Centrastict
(NCD) which makes up most of Minnesota, just a $fm@ngular section of northwestern Minnesota @& n
part of the NCD. | would like to introduce you fiser to the NCD in this month’s Cornerstone.

The NCD is made up of 148 member churches alotly 20 recently planted churches. These are
independent churches which work together to plgrdyw, and mobilize healthy churches. Our NCD effic
are located at 711 f0Avenue South in Minneapolis, MN 55415. A teameafders in our district office help
shape and sustain ministry initiatives among ostridt churches. Eight councils of pastors anddaysons
provide support and guidance in ministries suchhasch planting, pastoral care, student ministnesnen’s
ministries, ethnic ministries, etc. Below is atpre of our district staff with a listing of themames and work
assignment.

Tom Mouw Dan Moose
SUPERINTENDENT, CHURCH PLANTING
CHURCH HEALTH Dan@ncdefca.org
Tom@ncdefca.org

David Linde Glenn Olson
CREDENTIALING, STUDENT MINISTRIES
PLACEMENT glennolson@nlefc.org
Dave@ncdefca.org

Jim Anderson Ardie Swanson
PASTORAL CARE ADMINISTRATION
Jim@ncdefca.org Ardie@ncdefca.org
Steve Austvold Mindy Warland ¢
MISSIONS MOBILIZER FINANCIAL
Steve@ncdefca.org Mindy@ncdefca.org

(Left to right) Jim Anderson, Steve Austvold, Dave Linde, Dan Moose, Tom Mouw, Glenn Olson, Ardie Swanson

One NCD ministry we participate in monthly is RasClusters. There are 16 clusters throughout the
district. Each month EFCA pastors from our areavimnesota (Northfield to Austin to Blue Earth to
Mankato) meet at Christ Community Church for felétip, enrichment, discussion of issues, and prayhis
week, Dave Linde, from the District Office met witk.

Each Spring the NCD has an annual conferéncconduct District business and provide growth
opportunities for church leadership. April 19-20at Davis, Bob Pearce, Phil Ring and Pastor Chris
participated in this year's conference. The maaching topic was “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality A
significant business item from this year’'s confeenvas: the 2008 EFCA Statement of Faith was affici
adopted as the North Central District’'s Statemémiaath.

If you wish to learn more about the NCD, pleasd Wir website — www.ncdefca.org.

Continued on page 6



H.T.C.
Heart Thoughts for Cornerstone
By: Pastor Zach Marino

It was awesome to work through that poem with yod @eally be challenged in our faith as we see &od’
truth piercing the reality of our lives. | want ¢ontinue bringing God’s Truth (scripture) into awery day lives
and hopefully share with you how | believe it cavé a meaningful impact in my life and yours.

What | want to do is start working through the ¥lecChapter.” What | am referring to is 1 Corintta&k8.

I must admit the inspiration to write on this hasne from a book | am reading, “A Love Worth Givinlgy Max
Lucado. As | am only in the third chapter, he hagseted patience and kindness as a fruit of trueisClike,
Spirit-filled love. One of the first things Max d®én his book, however, is have the reader reag#issage and
insert their name into every “Love is, or It is.eBw is the whole passage for you. Go ahead anthéity Read
through this passage and while you do, insert ypanne into it.

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not entyjaes not boast, it is not proud. It is not rutiés not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps noneod wrongs. Love does not delight in evil bubregs with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, alwaypés always perseveres. Love never fails.”

How'd it go for you? Now, | don't mean to make ytrel like a terrible person, because trust me, I'm
right there with ya. To give us a little hope, $eté-read this passage and put in the name of.Jésushead.

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not entygaes not boast, it is not proud. It is not rudés not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps noneod wrongs. Love does not delight in evil bubiegs with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, alwaypé®, always perseveres. Love never fails.”

You see, there is a person that has done it, ied but a love worth giving. That's the point. Thise
isn’t reserved for Christ only to experience oregout. Christ has made it possible for us to nd¢ ceceive this
love but also pass it on, give it out. That's whatant us to think about this month, “Have we regeedi God’s
love through His Son Jesus Christ?” By that | meam things. The first is, have you personally asledus to
come into your heart and rescue you from your gias separate you from the ONLY TRUE and LOVING God
Secondly, we as believers have received His louedb we daily allow ourselves to “receive” His &% Some-
times when we mess up a lot we tend to cut oursdhoen God’s love, thinking we don’t deserve it. \Weed to
allow God to make that judgment. And my friends, aieady has. For His Word says, “There is theeefoow
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jdsoisthe law of the Spirit of life has set you fieeChrist Jesus
from the law of sin and death.” (Romans 8:1-2)

Let us receive the free gift of Christ if we haw@ done so yet. Followers of Christ, stop pasgimdgment

on yourself and instead rest in the extravagantnaver-ending Love given from God, through Chtistys.

Pastor Zach



“The Main Thing"

By Jeff Stebbins
CCC Missionary
Resource Exchange International-Vietna

Tom loves everything about elk hunting: his fourester, the campfires, camouflaged clothes, boatisgk, gun, and
ammo. He arrives with so much stuff, we're surs heen packing and repacking for weeks. But Toahigays miss-
ing one thing--an elk.

If it wasn't so cold, the rest of us would probahlynt with just a gun, wearing jeans and a t-shikte have elk on the
brain: we talk and dream about elk, and sometimesven get one. Actually, it's calledk hunting because it's all
about finding, shooting, and eating an elk. l&s about hunting gear.

People easily get side-tracked; we often forgéetp the main thing the main thing.
You fall in love with a girl, and Mom asks, “Whatse like?”

“Well, she has a blue Mustang, and a cool iPh@lee lives near the mall--that's where
we met. Her sister works there, and her dad @pd’ cOkay, but what about HER?
She’s the main thing, right?

Or why go to church, read the Bible, and pray? thercomfy chairs, coffee, music, and the pastod?l read because
my wife gave me a new Bible with multicolor noteB® | pray because it calms my anxious feelingsRatis the goal
of our religious activities?

GOD--or, if He isn't, Heshouldbe. The 1644Vestminster Shorter Catechisays it like this: “The chief end of man is
to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” This, of wse, assumes that we know Him, for we can’t gyasif enjoy whom
we don’t know.

God is Himself the chief end (the main thing) fdnigh He created me--knowing Him, giving Him honadadelight,
and delighting in Him (Is. 43:7, 21).

He’s infinite, so God is beyond oabmpleteknowledge (Job 11:7-9, Rom. 11:33), but we cdhlgtow many truths
about Him, and know Him personally, intimately. c8ua relationship with God is what Paul wanted mtben any-
thing. “lI consider everything a loss compared lte surpassing greatness of knowing Christ... | wankriow
Christ...” (see Php. 3:7-11). Paul took part in megligious activities, but God Himself was theimpary motivation.

I’'m convinced that many people lose interest inrchyand in the Bible and prayer) because theyawéghe main thing.
Instead of emphasizing the character of God—knowpteasing, and enjoying Him--they treat thesevis as ends in
themselves. It's like forgetting the stars for thkescope.

If we get more excited about the ‘side benefitg€dgpe, fellowship, Heaven) of our faith than we dowt God Himself,
let's ask Him to help us shift our focus to be mbke David's: “Taste and see that the Lord is @od (Ps. 34:8).
“You will fill me with joy in Your presence...” (Psl6:11). “This is what | seek... to gaze upon theubgaf the Lord
and to seek Him in His temple” (Ps. 27:4).

Thatis the main thing.
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WE VALUE YOUR INPUT!

Our church leadership is about to engage in a listening exercise provided by Leadership Transformations,
Inc. From June 6, 2010 to June 27, 2010, we’ll be conducting an all church survey called the Church Health
Assessment Tool (CHATZY),

This web-based survey will allow us to collect valuable feedback from both the congregation and the leader-
ship team regarding their views on our church health. This tool is based on the “10 Traits of Vital Ministry”
from the book Becoming a Healthy Church (Dr. Stephen A. Macchia, Baker Books, 1999). We welcome all
congregants 15 years old and up to participate in the survey. Please take this opportunity to share your
thoughts with us. Your feedback will help shape strategic decisions and ministry effectiveness for the future.

To patrticipate in the survey before June 27, 2010:
1. Get on the internet and go to www.HealthyChurch.net
2. Click on the CHAT Survey “LOG IN” button on the left side of the screen.

3. Use the following information to log in:
Login : christcommunitychurch
Password : Awaygame

Give us your honest feedback. (The survey takes 20-25 minutes to complete.)

If you don’t have a computer/internet access, conta  ct the church office at 507-835-2235
and we can arrange for you to fill out a paper vers  ion of the survey.

Continued from page 2 “Do You Know Our NCD”

Newcomer/Membership ClassWe had a terrific response to our Newcomer/Mestipr classes held
May 5" and 13'. Thirteen people attended and we had a great gigtiing to know one another; as well as,
learning more about the EFCA and Christ Communitypii€h.  The privilege of facilitating these newcome
classes surely has to be one of the highlightsyipaim assignment as associate pastor.

Capital Campaign Prayert want to thank all of you who have been activielyolved in praying for our
capital campaign. From now on, whenever you sds, dou will maybe automatically say a prayer for
whatever person, need or praise God may lay on lyeart at the moment. How neat it would be if qotsved
to be a motivation for all of us to intercede margorayer for others. | want to say a special kisato Bob
Schwarz, Rhonda Johnson, John Langford and Dottlisb8ry who served on the Capital Campaign Prayer
Team with me. It excites me as | dream about h@a @ay engage all of us in extending His kingdornoun
communities as we extend ourselves in new andicesfarms of outreach ministry.

Heaven’s Gates & Hell's Flame®nce again, | want to thank Janis Campagna farozghg an extensive
prayer support team who will be praying for everyavho came forward at this year’'s Heaven's Gatéseli's
Flame’s dramatic presentation. People will be pdafpr at least once a week for a year. A spdicaiks to all
of you who volunteered to labor in God’s kingdonotlgh prayer as part of this prayer team.

Pastor Howard




Getting to Know You

“For | Know the Plans | Have for You, Declares theLord” Jeremiah 29:11

Jared & Stacy Dufault
By: Shannon Kuball

The Jared and Stacy Dufault family is busy like ynather young families today. They have two todslend are run-
ning their own business, but if you ask them theyld tell you, “We have been really blessed.”

Jared and Stacy were both born and raised in Wasduay both grew up in very close families, angiytboth attended
Waseca Public School. The similarities do not stegre; both families were involved with the Waseétigh School

Band. Jared comes from a very musical family asdlad was the band instructor at Waseca. “Weheilat a family
gathering and one of the siblings will break ousamg and the others will join in. It is reallynfto watch,” commented
Stacy. Stacy’s family enjoys music as well and wexy involved and supportive of the band. Evethwll these simi-
larities Jared and Stacy did not really know eaitieio so when Jared graduated from Waseca three getore Stacy
and headed to Austin Community College (now Rivedl€ommunity College) it seemed as if that wouldh®eend of

their similarities.

While attending college Jared played basketballtandis, but most of his time was spent with a §on | drum and
bugle corps based out of Madison, WI. For two gdar traveled with this team for 9 weeks in the m@mperforming
five or six shows a week. “It was a very disciplinlife and it taught me a lot about work ethicteifeach show we
would board the bus and drive through the nightpdeearriving at the next city. After arriving weould sleep on a
gym floor for a couple of hours, wake up and thiamtpracticing for the next 6 to 10 hours, anchtperform our show
that evening. After the show we would board the &ud do it all over again, having every tenth offy Jared said.

While this was a great experience for Jared, twars/e
later he was ready for a change, which led him &UW

Mankato for Business and Accounting. As Jared was

finishing his degree at MSU he started to takeféith

more seriously with prompting from his brother, Bar
and his sister, Zoe, who started to ask him soraierty-
ing questions. Realizing he needed a fresh stargd
made the decision to move to lowa to live with Baand
work for McGladrey CPA Firm after graduation.

After moving to Des Moines, lowa Jared became in-
volved in a church and attended Bible studies. alde

met other Christian guys, one of whom worked at the

same CPA firm. It is this group of Christian guyst
encouraged and helped Jared grow in his faith,vettd
whom he decided to transfer to Minneapolis. “Those
were the most fun two years of my life, aside froeing
married,” Jared said.

Continued on page 9



On April 19th & 20th, Pastor Chris and three elders (Phil
Ring, Pat Davis & Bob Pearce) attended the 2010 EFCA North
Central District Annual Conference at Maple Grove EFC. In five
sessions over the two days, Pastor Peter Scazzero walked con-
ference attendees through the steps that he has discovered
lead to Emotionally Healthy Spirituality. The key message was
to slow down to be with God. One is reminded of Ps. 46:10,
which speaks of the lofty pride of men being humbled.

Near the end of the conference, delegates assembled for annual business. CCC/WEFC family mem-
bers might be interested in knowing that the meeting was chaired by a very relaxed Pastor Dan VanLoon,
who is enjoying much improved heart-health. A key action taken by the delegates was the ratification of
last year’'s approval of the change to Article 4, Statement of Faith, in the NCD Bylaws. NCD’s Statement
of Faith is now the same as the EFCA’s. We will have an opportunity in June to consider starting similar
action at Christ Community Church.

I
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Continued from page 7 Gettlng to KHOW YO“ - continued

With four years of auditing experience with the Cf#v#n Jared applied for a position with Northwestlides and was
hired. One year after being hired by Northweste&®iil. The airline industry was struggling anstmecturing so Ja-
red decided to find other employment. That sedncdught him to DeRaad and Goetz in Waseca, anchatigly to

Stacy.

Stacy has been attending Waseca Evangelical FragiCiinow Christ Community Church) since she wasibdShe
was involved in Awana, Youth Group and missiongrigshe tried to live out her faith while in higthsol at Waseca
and throughout college at Riverland Community QGlevhere she majored in Occupational Therapy.

Stacy’s desire to work in the field of occupatioti@rapy started at birth. When Stacy was bormiwher had a stroke
and underwent much therapy. Knowing this, Stacg alavays intrigued by the occupation and decidechake it her
career. This career led her to the Waseca andrwii school districts, and ultimately to Jared.

After returning to Waseca, Jared’s brother, Bairmfgrmed Jared that there was a nice single gt flared should meet
attending his church. With that information in ohidared stepped into the back of Waseca Evangélieal Church and
saw Stacy sitting by herself. Jared decided tbediind her, but Stacy saw him and asked him toher. After church

Stacy introduced Jared to some other singles ishihech and invited him to a singles Bible study.

Jared and Stacy knew each other for six monthgd®é¢fiey went on their first date with Jared’s p&sdao the Chanhas-
sen Dinner Theater. Two years later, in Februdaged proposed, and the couple was married sixmiatar in August.
“As | look back, | can definitely see God’s handhiow we met. | had been praying for my wife sinoeving to Des
Moines,” stated Jared.

Jared and Stacy, since getting married have st#inegid own accounting firm and added two childrentheir lives.
Paige was born in 2007 and Brody followed two ydatesr in 2009. Stacy and Jared had planned fayStabe a stay-
at-home mom after having children and they were dbl follow that plan after Paige’s birth. Life shdefinitely
changed for this couple since getting married they have been welcomed changes. “Yeah, we aiertihan we used
to be, but we expected that,” Jared commented.

While life is busy for this young family they stfiind time to have fun together. “We like to gawgaing, go on bike
rides and go for walks. We also try to have dirtogether and family devotions with the kids befbesl,” said Stacy.
The Dufault family enjoys much of the same thirags] they have similar desires for their childréWe just want them
to love God and serve Him,” stated Jared and Stacy.

For this couple, similarities abound; similaritigst began at their birthplace, continued througiosl band activities,
college choices, their faith in God, the returrthteir hometown and ultimately their love for eat¢hes and their chil-
dren. lItis a beautifully composed story that dduve only been orchestrated by the hand of God.
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7:00pm 12:00-1:15pm |6:00-7:30am
Congregational Men'’s Study | Men’s Group
Care Comm. 6:15-8:30pm
7:00pm Worship Team
Property Comm 6:30pm
College-age
Summer Pizza
Kick-off
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:00-9:15am 6:30pm 7:00pm 12:00-1:15pm |6:00-7:30am |7:00am
Worship Service |Outreach Children’s Men’s Study |Men’s Group |[Men'’s Fishing
9:30am Special Commission Commission 6:15-8:30pm Excursion on
Business Meeting Worship Team Lake Francis
9:30-10:30am
Sunday School
10:45-12:00
Worship Service
5:00pm Prayer
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:00-9:15am 6:30pm 12:00-1:15pm |6:00-7:30am |9:30am
Worship Service Elder Board Men’s Study |Men’s Group |Empty <=
9:30-10:30am Meeting 6:15-8:30pm Nester Brunc
Sunday School Worship Team 10:00am
10:45-12:00 Double Baby
Worship Service Shower
5:00pm Prayer / ;g
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8:00-9:15am 12:00-1:15pm |6:00-7:30am
Worship Service Men'’s Study | Men’s Group
9:30-10:30am 6:15-8:30pm
Sunday School Worship Team
10:45-12:00
Worship Service
5:00pm Prayer
27 28 29 30 ,
8:00-9:15am Summer Worship Schedule
Worship Service
9:30-10:30am
Sunday School
10:45-12:00

Worship Service
5:00pm Prayer




