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A beart ﬁ;-r God and’ ‘you

Among the characters in tiNot a FanDVD series are Bill and his son Eric. Bill isgped in legalism; he thinks
that keeping the rules makes one acceptable.irtti@ly lives by license; although he is a chugoler, he advances his
career through unethical business practices. Hewyewter a brush with death, Eric is transfornmed a completely
committed follower of Jesus who sacrificially obe¥srist and serves others.

The stories of Bill and Eric surface two opjpe but equally pernicious dangers to the Clarslife: legalism and
license. Legalism says, “I obey, therefore, | @wepted.” License says, “| am accepted, therefatispbey.”

What is the solution to legalism? Sincealegn is saturated with law, let’s look for thega@n within law.

God'’s law is succinctly codified in the TEommandments, so let’s turn to them in Exodus\2hen we do, we
make a startling discovery: the Ten Commandmentsoidegin with commandments! The Ten Commandnissd
with relationship. Exodus 20:1-2 states:

And God spoke all these words: “l am the LOR&ur God,

who brought you out of Egypt, out of the landslaivery.”
Then the commandments themselves follow. So bejisieg the commandments themselves, the LORE presents
himself to Israel asybur God"—that's a relationship. He brought them “otiEgypt, out of the land of slavery’—that’'s
an act within the relationship. So the Ten Commaerts do not stand as law in isolation. The Tem@andments
flow from God’s relationship with those whom He amands.

Why did the LORDbring Israel “out of Egypt, out of the land of skay”? Did Israel deserve that? In Deuteronomy

(like Exodus, a book of the law), Moses tells I&rae

The LORDdid not set his affection on you and choose yowabse you were

more numerous than the other peoples, for you theréewest of all peoples.

But it was because the LORD loved you and kepbtth He swore to your

forefathers that He brought you out with a mighéypti and redeemed you

from the land of slavery, from the power of Phar&wty of Egypt.

—Deuteronomy 7:7-8

God did not bring the people of Israel out of Egyetause they were a great nation. They were k& ma@n. God
brought Israel out of Egypt because He loved them.

Furthermore, in Deuteronomy 9:4-9, Mosels elael that, after taking possession of the BsediLand, they are
not to say to themselves that the LOR&s given them the land because of their rightezgssnFor, as Moses tells them:

Understand, then, that it is not because of yalinteiousness that the
LORD your God is giving you this good land to possessybu are
a stiff-necked people.
—Deuteronomy 9:6
Israel was not a great and righteous nation. llsvas a weak and stubborn nation. Thus, Israelumdgserving.
The LORDbrought Israel out of slavery in Egypt and into Bremised Land not because Israel deserved thiabebu
cause He loved them with a faithful covenant loVéis is the relational context of the Ten Commaaedts.

Thus, the Ten Commandments flow from the D8Rrelationship with Israel—a relationship rootedHis faithful
covenant love, a relationship that Israel did regedtve. To put it another way, law flows from grac

Legalism is law severed from its root ina@raand that which is severed from its root diesgalism brings death.
Legalism says, “I obey, therefore, | am acceptddi’ this very legalism against which the Apodtleul argues. Paul
insists that obedience to the law does not brirngiance by God (Rom 3:20; Gal 2:15-16). Paul'st®m to legalism
is grace received through faith; we are accepte@dny not by obeying law, but by His grace that eeeive through
faith (Eph 2:8-9).

The solution to legalism is grace!

Continued on page 4



“Responsibly Not Responsible”
Associate Pastor of Ministry Advancement & Adulhistries
Howard Lundeen

God'’s promises are too great for me to comprehemdamage! Is that possible? The immensity of &Guodl his
promises is so enormous it is scary for me to émeaxpressing my thoughts in words. How do | Harde lavish and
glorious promises and commands of God, especiaflycbimmand to cast all my cares upon Him (1 Pei®&f5 How
do | trust totally upon Him as my refuge and stitbfgBy his grace, God has provided me with unfaidae blessings.

God’s word clearly says that whatever | ask iryprébelieving, | shall receive (Matt. 21:22). lachariah 4:6 we
hear God say, “Not by might, nor by power, but by $pirit.” How can | responsibly become not resqbte for all
the wonder God wants me to experience in lifeaviehGod’s great and precious promises and ydinast it seems as
though it would be irresponsible to claim them febul need to do more. | am inclined to thinktthaeed to do some-
thing; after all, doesn’t God help those who hékpnselves? Does this old expression shout todyaudny ears to
allow me to surrender my pride and self reliancedast my cares upon Him? Does my humanness amthdepce on
self and others make it nearly impossible for miotally rest in God’s mercy, grace and provisidd@w can | be re-
sponsibly not responsible?

Prayer is the communication vehicle by which weret with our omnipotent, omniscient, everywhemespnt
Heavenly Father who enables us to live life w8, grace through faith, we can experience the gppower of Jesus
Christ. Through prayerful dependence on our FathdrSavior Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God isdreedo his super-
natural transforming work within us. We will grawour relationship with God and understand bédttaw to live re-
sponsibly. Foolish, rebellious, sinful behaviocshéhve consequences we must live with; howevareassponsibly
repent and rely on God to forgive our sins, he ats/eimself and his will to us. Our Lord will dateus into responsible
behaviors that free God to do the life transformiragk which he lovingly accepts responsibility fok measure of suc-
cess in life is the level to which we have learteetle dependent on God.

As we grow in our knowledge of God and our relagioip with him, our thoughts increasingly becone hi
thoughts; our responses become more his unsdtiighg responses; our ways will be become his wallsrough
prayer God's power and grace is extended to usvenalso have the honor and blessing of impartisgyhace to others.
As we grow in our knowledge of our Heavenly Fathes,become more effective in prayer and in liviigipteously.

Life becomes more and more Christ living in us. f&yh we will act and respond wisely to the sitoas God leads us
into each moment of every day. We will enjoy pdiwkeffective communication with God. James sdybge prayer of
a righteous man is powerful and effective.”

Through prayer we are continually in God'’s presesacd he is in communion with us. Every momerthefday
He guides us through his Spirit within. As we griovour relationship with God, we experience gre&rteedom, greater
peace, and greater ability to release all or ouiegies into his hands. | responsibly allow my dléine freedom to con-
trol situations, provide needs, and glorify Himdsjfdoing things His way, in His time. Ought itthi@ our desire to
prayerfully become increasingly responsible byasieg responsibility for the eternal into His hahdBesides, in John
15:5 we hear Jesus say, “without me you can damgith Therefore, let's not fret as much as we lgt's face our chal-
lenges with confidence; let’s not take respongibfibr that which God is responsible.

Yes, | believe that we all are prone to worry dlibat which is not our burden to bear. We tratcocomplish what
only God can accomplish, and we spend valuable stnaegizing when it should be spent talking esburce of all
wisdom, comfort, and grace. Let’s cast our capEsthe Lord and then quickly give Him the glory foe supernatural
way he responds. God desires us to be “responsiblgesponsible” by recognizing our dependenchionfor all
things.



Thoughts from a Youth Pastor
By: Zach Marino

| hope these past months of my Cornerstone Artitde® been encouraging and challenging to yountiwaee
to be amazed at what God uses in my life to speskrith and love. | never thought | would have ecaeross some-
thing like my dad’s poem that would speak so poulrto me. Sometimes it's nice to be able to readhole poem
through as you are dissecting it line by line. $cehit is once more in its entirety:

“The Lord never gives up on me

He sticks with me every day.

He is patient with me as | make weak effortsvaidj for Him.

He is always faithfully providing for me.

He never lets me get totally discouraged, fedikethere’s no hope.
He always lifts me up by his love and strength,

To become more like Christ.”

So, with that, let’s take a look at the lifi¢e is always faithfully providing for me.Probably one of the first
thoughts that comes into our mind when we readisimsoney. God is always providing financially foe, or that is the
area we need him most. As that is one piece gbinehat one piece doesn’'t make up the wholeGxel's provision
financially doesn’t define His faithfulness.

The first thing we need to recognize is the stastdiess of the Lord. In the worddé' is always”we can find a
security in knowing that God never changes. HebrE38 says this “Jesus Christ [GOD] is the saméeyday, today
and forever” (parentheses added). The same Godlelhared and provided for Moses is the same Goal widnts to
deliver and provide for you. He hasn’'t changed!s Yihe world has drastically changed, we have atdynigut God has
not changed. No matter what we do, say, feel,iokfltsod will always be there, never changing. Natter what has
happened to us or done to us God still will be @od will love you. For me, an ever-changing pergsnice to know
there’s somebody who loves me who | can rely caw@ys be that rock in my life. God is always.

The second thing we need to recognize is hisftdithss. His faithfulness is tied to his never-ajing charac-
ter. It makes more sense then that no matter hahwigamess up, time and time again, because of Godlsanging
character, He will always be there to take canasofThink of faithfulness more as “to be” ratheftmget.” God will
alwaysbe with you. To fully grasp the faithfulness of Goduneed tde in his presence. When you have no money to
pay a bill and an unexpected check shows up foexhet amount you need to pay your bill, God predidYou see,
God wants to take care of you. If you are in Chgisu are a child of God. What parent wouldn’t wemtake care of
their child’s needs? They are faithful just likedGe faithful. It might just not be financially th&od demonstrates His
presence in your life. You might get a call fronuygood friend who doesn’t know you are about terapt suicide.
That friend reminds you how important you are &nthand now you have been reminded of your purpesedn earth.
God literally saved your life. Faithful? | wouldysgso.

God's faithfulness is experienced by being inpiesence. When was the last time you spent tinte @dtd?
The more you expose yourself to God, the more yillitsee His faithfulness.

Pastor Zach
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Continued from page 1

What is the solution to license? Licensesals grace by making grace a pretext to sin. kEeays, “I am accepted,
therefore, | disobey.” Since license abuses gilats,look for the solution within grace.
The Apostle Paul writes to Titus:
For the grace of God that brings salvation has agakto all men.
It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and wertidissions, and
to live self-controlled, upright and godly livesthis present age. . . .
—Titus 2:11-12
In Christ, God’s grace has appeared to lusgalvation. This grace teaches us to say “Baihgodly living and
“Yes” to godly living.
By grace, Christ gave Himself for us to mameus from wickedness and to purify us as His oaapje, eager to do
what is good (Titus 2:14). Such sacrificial grateves us to die to sin and to live to Christ.
By grace, Jesus is coming again to catalpus Himself (Titus 2:13). Such hope-filled grdeads us to purify our-
selves in preparation for seeing Him who is pure.
The solution to license is grace!

Thus, two opposite dangers to the Christian légalism and license, have the same solution—gr&esate con-
guers the license that says, “| am accepted, thexef disobey.” Grace reverses the legalismshgs, “I obey, therefore,
| am accepted.” For grace proclaims, “I am acadptesrefore, | obey.”
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A PROIECT of SAMARITAMNYS PLIRSE *

November 2011 brings many opportunities to extend C hrist's Kingdom through
Operation Christmas Child.

1.

Pack a shoe box gift for a needy child and bri  ng it November 20 ™ for Dedication Sunday.
“These simple gifts become Gospel opportunities, opening hurting hearts to experience the trans-
forming power of Jesus Christ.”

Christ Community Church is once again a Relay C  enter for Operation Christmas Child.
That means that during National Collection Week, November 14 - 21, individuals, churches and
organizations from all around our area can bring their shoe box gifts here to Christ Community
Church! We will then transport all the shoe box gifts to the Collection Center in Mankato.

Volunteers are needed to welcome people bringing shoe box gifts to CCC, to accurately count
the boxes, and to place them in shipping cartons. If you would like to be a part of the Relay
Center team please sign up at the Information Booth for a time that will work for you.  Most
shifts are 2 hours and need two or three people.

A team will be traveling to the Operation Christ  mas Child Minneapolis Processing Center
on Nov. 26, 2011 for a 6:00-10:00pm shift.  This is a great way to see first hand how volunteers
process over 800,000 boxes in 22 days! Be a part of sending these Gospel opportunities to hurt-
ing children in over 130 countries. Sign up at the Info Booth for this opportunity to s erve.

If you would like to support Operation Christmas Child without packing a box, there is an opportu-
nity to “Adopt a Box” and help with shipping costs. Checks can be made out to OCC and
placed in the shoe box at the Info Booth (the suggested shipping amount is $7 per box).

The Junior and Senior High students are having a “Packing Party” on November 13th during
the Sunday School hour. If you have any items you would like to donate for Operation Christmas
Child shoe boxes, please leave them in the box in the foyer.

If you would like more information or have any ques tions, call Dawn Yard 835-5906.
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BOB & RACHEL SCHAUS
Bob & Rachel are committed to providing encourageinte God’s global servants and families throu@voing, Listen-
ing, Speaking and Giving.

MAUREEN BERGER

Maureen Berger, Twin Cities Area Local Director‘Ghild Evangelism Fellowship” will also have a partour mis-
sions conference. Her elementary school years syget in Minnesota and her introduction to CEF masle in South
Dakota where she was given opportunities to ses\esummer missionary. CEF is a world-wide (ovéF dountries)
non-denominational ministry seeking to evangeliagsband girls with the Gospel of Jesus Christ,igiecthem in the
Word of God and establish them in the local chdeectChristian growth.

JIM & CHRISTINE REMIGER

In Togo, Africa, a hospital is being built and, Ji@hristine and daughter Evie Remiger, are missiesavho want to be
a part of the building project and minister the @@of Jesus to the people. The Remiger’s willgder “Association
of Baptists for World Evangelism” and their plartésgo next year. They have a real desire to sthevéord.

Now, ‘it is time for us’, to mark our calendars for the Missions Conference!

Saturday, November 12th4:30pm
There will be missionary speakers & a supper featigy foods with international flavor.

Sunday, November 13th
Missionary speakers are scheduled during the Sun&mhool hour.

Think & pray about your 2012 Faith Promise & how yau can support our
current missionaries, as well as the Faith Promiseandidates listed above.
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Golier

Do you have an extra dresser
or chest of drawers that needs
a new home?

If so, please contact Sand
Lee at 833-1192. Your
donation would help provide
storage space for a child.
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10:00-Noon 6:00-7:30pm |6:00-7:30am
MAKS AWANA Men’s Group
7:00pm 7:30-9pm 12:00-1:15pm
Congr. Care Youth Group |Men’s Study
Commission 6:15-8:30pm
7:00pm Worship Team
Property Comm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:00-9:15am 12:30pm 7:00pm 6:00-7:30pm |6:00-7:30am 6:00-7:30am
Worship Service Women’s | Children’s Com{ AWANA Men’s Group Men'’s Leaders
9:30-10:30am Ministries | mission Meeting 7-30.9pm 12:00-1:15pm 8:00am
Sunday School Youth Group |Men’s Study Joint Commis-
10:45-12:00 6:15-830 sioner Mtg.
Worship Service Wl'm 4:30pm
5:00pm Prayer orship team Missions Conf
6:00pm 21 Laws
Photos 2:30-9 Photos 2:30-9 Photos 2:30-9 || Photos 10-4:30
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:00-9:15am 6:30pm 10:00-Noon 6:00-7:30pm |6:00-7:30am 9:00am
Worship Service Outreach |MaAKS AWANA Men’s Group wWomen's
9:30-10:30am Commission . 7:30-9pm 12:00-1:15pm Breakfast &
Sunday School %?ngoard Youth Group |Men’s Study Bible Study
10:45-12:00 .
Worship Servi Meeting 6:15-8:30pm .

b Serviee Worship Team 5.
2:00pm Baby Shower <>
5:00pm Prayer =~
20 21 22 23 25 26
9:30am 1:00pm 6:30pm 6-10:00pm
Worship Service Quilt Group | Worship Comm. Operation
11:30amThanksgiving 7:00pm Christmas
Dinner Adult Disciple- - N Child
5:00pm Prayer ship Comm. Happy Thanksgiving Warehouse
6:00pm 21 Laws Work Day

TBA
Worship Team
27 28 29 30
8:00-9:15am 6:00-7:30pm
Worship Service AWANA
9:30-10:30am 7:30-9pm
Sunday School Youth Group
10:45-12:00

Worship Service
5:00pm Prayer




